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•UMB Anth ropology Outreach
a pilot program in January 2011.
•The program serves as a science
enrichment program for Boston a rea
K-12 public schools.
• Science teachers a re provided with
fossil casts of early huma n ancestors
a nd the expert ise of UMB faculty.
•The program helps stude nts further
their understanding of biological
evolution.
•The program was free to13
prequalified Boston area schools.

•UMASS Boston Anthropology
Outreach promotes high quality,
effective, and equitable teaching of
biological anthropology at public
schools as a means of increasing
public unde rsta nding of
a nthropology a nd improving K-12
public education.
•This program aims to increase
student exposure to biological
evolution through the examina tion of
early human fossil casts.
•The program promotes hands-on
learning as well as critical thinking
skills.

to be part of t he pilot program during
the spring semester of 201 1.
•Fossil casts we re purchased with grant
money provided by OSRP.
•The Principal Investiga tor was on
hand during all visits to a nswer student
and teacher qu es ti o n ~
•Each school was given a lab activity to
complete which took approximately 1
hour.
•All students we re e ncouraged to touch
the fossil casts carefully.
•Students were also encouraged to
think critically a bout their a nswers.
•Teachers were requi red to submit a
survey at the end of their visit so t hat
the effective ness of the program could
be evaluated.

•UMASS Ant hropology Out reach was
an effective program, addressing a

void in public science education.
•Learning about the human fossil
record helped students gain a better

understanding of biological
evolution and anthropology.
•According to teacher feedback and
Massachusetts curriculum sta nda rds
the program is most effective at the

middle school level.
•I n orde r to continue, m ore fun ding

must be secured.
"My students better understand t he
concept of evolution, common
ancestor, compa rative ana tomy, and
the concept of time and evolution. The
program was wonderfu lly ha nds-on
which also allowed all of my students
to participate. Most other enrichment
type programs our school participates
in d o not specifically address the
middle school scie nce curr iculum
frameworks."

T heodosiu s Dobzhansky, • Nothing in biology makes sense except in
the light of evolution." The American Biology Teacher, March 1973.
Petto, Andrew J. "Why Teach Evolution?" Nationa l Center for Science
Education, Oct. 2008 h!Jn•l/ncsc oom/cvglytion/wby-teach-
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Smithson ian Museum, · w hat Does it Mean to be !Iuman?" The
Human Origi ns Project.
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-Response from Sth grade science
teacher, Point We bster Middle School,
Quincy, MA.
If you w ish to learn more about the
UMASS Anthropology Outreach
progra m, you can contact Claire Gold
at:

Claire.Gold@umb.edu

